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Predictions typically entail the Bayes theorem in some way hecavse
prognasis implies revising the prior probability on the basis of the
assessment of symptoms currently manifested in the phenomenon
whose direction is to be forceast. Predictions are also hazardous to
one’s wellare in any discipline, since due to the relatively shart
histories of the disciplings, the prior probabilities are often no
better than random probabilities; moreover, the assessment of con-
tempaorary symptoms is made very diffienlt Iy the rapid and com-
plex chonges a ddiscipline may be undergoing, Buyer hehavior
theory and research seem to present these problems,

Accordingly, ey objective in this paper is to estimate the
prior probability by brieHy reviewing the historical perspective
of the buyer behavior discipline and then to dea) with a number of
current events that ave likely to determine hoth the velocity and
the direction of buyer hehavior theory. I shall focus on chanpes
in the structure and content of buyer Liehavior theory and research
that are likely to arise during the current decade, going out on a
limb in my speculative tree, so to spenk.
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