
#accidentalscholar #lifelessons

Chapter 1
I love to theorize and, therefore, have often asked myself about these seeming-
ly accidental sequences of events. “Why did these wonderful things happen to 
me?” After a while, I had to acknowledge that there is a force out there bless-
ing all of us. Once you recognize that and believe in it, this will reinforce what 
you do and propel you to do even greater things in life. In order to find and 
fulfill your passion, I believe it is important to be resilient and flexible—be 
willing to go where the winds of fortune take you versus where cultural norms 
and even your fears retain you. The bend in the road is not the end of the road, 
unless you refuse to take the turn.

Chapter 2
A fulfilling life is comprised of a series of hardships altered by a series of good 
outcomes. Pittsburgh’s financial crisis and Howard’s departure typify the 
unpredictable events that positively shaped my life. How do you know if you 
have made a good decision? Trust your gut. Listen to your instinct.

Chapter 3
Entrepreneurship is a prerequisite for being a successful scholar. The two go 
hand-in-hand. Networking broadly is also a prerequisite site. Do not limit
connections to just those in your discipline. Even if you do not embrace the 
work of scholars in other disciplines, at least keep abreast of what they are 
doing. Great scholars create their own brand and the door of opportunity 
swings both ways.
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Chapter 4
Regardless of how many scholarly papers you write, your reputation—in what-
ever discipline—often rests on having produced thought-provoking books. 
Some examples are: The Wealth of Nations (Adam Smith), Gone with the Wind 
(Margaret Mitchell), Motivation and Personality (Abraham Maslow), Unsafe at 
Any Speed (Ralph Nader), and The Practice of Management: A Study of the Most 
Important Function in American Society (Peter Drucker). Write with fervor, 
depth, purpose; concepts that will not just impact, but change commerce and 
culture for the greater good.

Chapter 5
Do not make major decisions in life based on cognitive debate; with the endless 
weighing of pros and cons. Act out of your emotions, impressions, and feel-
ings; you can always analyze later. If you have positive expectations and then 
you feel even better after you have first-hand experience, you know something 
special is happening. If you follow your dreams, your dreams will unfold.

Chapter 6
A change of perspective and a change of pace are tremendously re-energizing. 
Make time for rest, but also time for innovation. Inspiration usually stems 
from diversity so be sure to mix it up a little. You will have to push past obsta-
cles to find your plateau. However, it is from this plateau that you will be able 
to see clearly. Instead of seeing the glass half empty, see it half full and then 
invite others to have a drink.
Chapter 7
If I could do it all over again, I would not try to write so much so fast. A better 
model would be to write one book, based on one big research idea or project, 
and then write several spin-offs in the same area. Timing is important. Pace 
your publication schedule better than me and know when it is time to change. 
The role of an institution—whether a university, a family, a religion, or a gov-
ernment— is to make ordinary people extraordinary and Illinois did exactly 
that for me. Find the institution that will make you extraordinary.

Chapter 8
One of the great lessons of an unpredictable journey is to be flexible. Like 
for-profit entrepreneurs, academic entrepreneurs must be flexible. What you 
think will work may not and many things may not work out the way you 
expect. When opportunity knocks, answer the door.

Chapter 9
If you are serious about starting a center at a university, work to institution-
alize it from day one. The best way to do that is to integrate it into existing 
curriculum, like a minor at the under- graduate level or a degree program at 
the graduate level. That way, Ph.D. students can immediately do research 
based on what the center is doing. If the center is viewed from the beginning 
as peripheral, it will remain peripheral, rather than part of the core of what 
the university does. In short, if you begin with the end in mind, you will 
reach your end.



Chapter 10
As a successful professional, giving back to society is something to do not after 
retiring, but while you are active in your career. Giving back will enhance your 
reputation and relationships, and will provide opportunities and ideas that will 
propel you forward.

Chapter 11
Your professional life outside the academic life can be as rewarding. Find a 
way to balance the two. No matter where you go in life, you will return to your 
passion.

Chapter 12
When it comes to deciding what to do first or, even next, and doing what will 
ensure continual growth and success, you will be pulled in many directions. 
Be practical and do what you are most passionate about. It will energize you.
Chapter 13
Similar to how pursuing your passion energizes you, giving back while you are 
alive is more fulfilling and enjoyable than after you are dead. Joy and satisfac-
tion comes with seeing the results of your giving.

Chapter 14
Family love and support is as essential as breathing air. Madhu, Reshma, and 
Rajen are my safety net as well as my support system. There is nothing more 
fulfilling than for your family to respect and love you.
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